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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicants are reminded of the continuing responsibility to update the status of 
related application 10/632.098 throughout the course of examination of the instant 
application. 

Claim 48 fails to include its status. 

Formal drawings are requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 12-16, 19-20, 32-33 and 39-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Scope of limitation of claim 12 is not clear. The managed appliance is recited to 
return what it received (IP configuration) back to the workstation. No meaningful 
improvement Is seen in the claim. Dependent claims 13-26, 19-20, 32-33 and 39-41 are 
rejected also because of the defects of their parent claims. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 21, 6, 24. 26, 2, 3, 31, 5. 16. 10. 36. 42, 11. 30. and 34 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Vafaei (USP7.035, 257). 
Claims 1,21, 6, 24, 26 

See at least the title, the abstract, Figure 1 and the description thereof and the 
clainns in Vafaei) Vafaei teaches: 

A system (Figure 1) comprising: 

a workstation (client, line 3 abstract) communicatively coupled to a network; and 
a managed appliance (network server element) line 2 abstract) communicatively 

coupled to the network; 

wherein the workstation operatively locates (multicast discovery protocol request, 

line 3 abstract) the managed appliance across the network and operatively sets the IP 

configuration of the managed appliance across the network. 

Claim 2, 3, 31 

Vafaei's invention is a system being able to communicate via a network to a 
device before an IP address is assigned to the device (column 3, line 31-34) and then 
assign an IP address (configuring) to the device in the communication so that the device 
has an valid IP address for communicating in the network (column 5 line 7-29). 
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Claims 5, 16 

See "subnet mask" in column 6 line 10-24, column 4, line 23-36 and claim 8 in 

Vafaei. 

Claims 10, 36, 42 

It is well known that a network is capable to connect more than two devices. 
Claims 11, 

See wireless LAN in column 4 line 14 in Vafaei. 
Claims 30, 34 

See "discovery protocol request" in the abstract and throughout the specification 
of Vafaei. 

Further with respect to the limitation of IP address in claim 34, see the rejection 
of claim 2 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12, 35, 4, 8, 9, 15, 19, 25, 28, 32, 7, 18, 20, 27, 37, 38, 40, 41, 43, 44, 46, 

47, 13. 14, 17, 22, 33, 29, 39 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Vafaei (USP7,035, 257) further in view of Larson (USP 7,228,345). 

Claims 12, 35, 4, 8, 9, 15, 19, 25, 28, 32 
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Vafaei teaches claim combination set forth above. The only difference is that 
Vafaei does not explicitly teach whether data labeled as keyboard data, cursor control 
data and video data are transmitted in his system. KVM data is well known in the art. 
Larson teaches transmitting KVM data between devices connected to a network. From 
the teaching of Vafaei and Larson, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to configure devices of Larson which capable of generate and transmit 
KVM data in a manner as taught by Vafaei so that devices are configured with IP 
addresses. See column 4 line 61 to column 5 line 7 in Larson. 

Further with respect to claims 35, 32 see "discovery protocol request" in the 
abstract and throughout the specification of Vafaei. 
Claims 7, 18, 20, 27, 37, 38, 40, 41, 43, 44, 46, 47 

The "wherein clause" merely consists of non-functional descriptive material. 
Further, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use any 
type of communication protocol so long it is able to transmit data between devices 
connected to a network. 
Claims 13, 14, 17, 22, 33 

See the rejection of claim 2 above. 
Claims 29, 

See wireless LAN in column 4 line 14 in Vafaei. 
Claims 39, 45 

It is well known that a network is capable to connect more than two devices. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



Claim 48 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vafaei 
(USP7,035, 257). 



Vafaei teaches claim combination set forth above. It would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to test a storing device to ascertain that it is capable 
of storing before data Is stored. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID Y. ENG whose telephone number is 571-272-3984. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SALEH NAJJAR, can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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